
Deeper and 
Diverse: Kenya

LO: To sift information from a variety of 
sources.



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUam2HNlAMo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUam2HNlAMo


In her own 
words…
• https://www.youtu

be.com/watch?v=
MMhDrJGGMFk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMhDrJGGMFk


Task
• You need to create a fact file including at least one 

personal reflection.

• You should use the story, her own words, her 
quotations and the PowerPoint biography as 
stimuli.

• There should be an image of Maathai and one of 
her quotations.

• There should be a mix of phrases, sentences and 
paragraphs.

• Key scientific words and Yr 5/6 words should be 
included (and spelt CORRECTLY).

• Handwriting should be joined.

• There should be thought about layout and design 
(including a restricted colour palette).

It can be done on plain paper with a line guide (as in 
the example shown), or on a new page in your Topic 
book.



Introduction • Wangari Muta Maathai was a 
Kenyan politician and an 
environmentalist. An 
environmentalist works to 
protect the environment. 

• She received the Nobel prize 
for peace in 2004. Maathai was 
the first black African woman 
to win a Nobel prize. 

• She is known for her struggle 
for democracy, human rights, 
and the conservation of the 
environment.



Early Life
• Wangari Muta Maathai was born 

on April 1, 1940, in Nyeri, Kenya. 

• She studied in the United States. 
She earned degrees in biological 
sciences. She also studied in 
Germany. 

• In 1971 she received her doctoral 
degree at the University of 
Nairobi. Maathai was the first 
woman in eastern or central 
Africa to earn a doctorate. 

• She became a teacher in 
veterinary science (the care of 
animals) at the University of 
Nairobi.



Career
• In 1976 Maathai began to promote the 

planting of trees. The goal was to prevent 
deforestation (removal of bushes and trees). 

• In 1977 she founded the Green Belt 
Movement, a group for planting trees, in 
Kenya. Since then, more than 51 million trees 
have been planted across Kenya. Women 
planted most of these trees.

• Maathai and the Green Belt Movement 
received several international prizes. Their 
work also spread to several other African 
countries.

• In 1986 leaders of the Green Belt Movement 
established the Pan African Green Belt 
Network. This movement teaches world 
leaders more about conservation and the 
improvement of the environment. 

• The Kenyan government arrested Maathai 
several times. She was even attacked for 
being against developments that would harm 
the environment.



Political career

• In 2002 Maathai was elected as 
a member of the parliament, 
which is the main government 
group in Kenya. 

• In 2003 she became deputy 
minister of the environment, 
natural resources and wildlife.

• Wangari Muta Maathai died on 
September 25, 2011, in Nairobi, 
Kenya.



Facts
• The Green Belt Movement (GBM) has planted over 51 

million trees in Kenya, this combats deforestation, stops soil 
erosion, and generates income for women and their families. They 
are mostly planted around critical water sources, preventing 
erosion, and increasing both the quantity and the quality of the 
water.

• Wangari Maathai was a humanitarian. She fought the vicious 
cycle of environmental degradation and poverty. ‘A poor person will 
cut down the last tree for fuel to make their last meal.’

• The Norwegian Nobel Committee has decided to award the Nobel 
Peace Prize for 2004 to Wangari Maathai for her contribution to 
sustainable development, democracy and peace. Peace on earth 
depends on our ability to secure our living environment.







Deeper and 
Diverse: Kenya

LO: To sift information from a variety of 
sources.

If you have created a fact file using information 
gathered from a variety of sources and been able to 
REFLECT upon it to create your own work. You have 
achieved your LO!


