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https://vimeo.com/129086351

Day and Night

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrd9wmn

Watch the two videos again to explain why we have day 
and night. Remember, it is nothing to do with the moon!

https://vimeo.com/129086351
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrd9wmn


Today, you are going to write a paragraph explaining 
why we have day and night. You could also include a 
little bit about the geocentric and heliocentric models 
which we looked at on Monday.

Lets look at an example…



Day and Night

Centuries ago, ancient civilisations believed in the geocentric 
model of the universe which is where the Earth is at the centre 
and everything orbits around it. They thought this because
when you stand outside, it looks as though the sun is moving.
In the 1500s however, Nicolaus Copernicus came up with the 
heliocentric model which said the sun was at the centre and the 
Earth orbits the sun. This is the model we now know is true.



Day and Night

We have day and night because of the Earth rotating on its axis
(an imaginary line running down the middle of it). The side of 
the Earth facing the sun is daytime and the side facing away is 
night time. It takes 24 hours for the Earth to rotate once on its 
axis and that is our day.

Red is key vocabulary or good use of grammar and punctuation.



Geocentric Heliocentric Nicolaus 
Copernicus

Rotate Axis

Day Night 24 hours Earth Sun

Sentence starters and useful words

Centuries ago___________
However, today people____________
We have day and night because_________________
It takes 24 hours_______________



Use your 
Alan Peat 
sentences 
to uplevel
your 
writing. 
Which 
could you 
use today?



Now it’s time to read through your work checking 
for correct use of punctuation and to see whether 
your work makes sense.

Once you have done that, you can add Did you 
Knows? Pictures and diagrams (You could draw the 
solar system) and colour your work so it stands out. 
The next slides will show some examples based on 
other topics.








